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Education 
 
Degree in Neurology, Neurological Dept., University of Parma, Parma, Italy, June 1989. 
 
MD, School of Medicine, University of Parma, Parma, Italy, April 1985. 
 
 

 
 

Honors 
 
2025: Lifetime Achievement Award, Italian Society of Social Psychiatry. 
 
2023-present: Member of the Academia Europaea. 
 
2022-23: Research Fellow at the Italian Academy for Avanced Studies in America, Columbia University, 
New York, USA. 
 
2022: Honorary Fellow, The American College of Psychiatrists. 
 
2021: Professor Honoris Causa, International Institute for Hermeneutics, University of Warsaw, Poland. 
 
2021: Neuroscience Prize – Italian Society for Neuroethics and Philosophy of Mind. 
 
2019: Alexander von Humboldt Forschung Preis – Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung. 
 
2019: Sloan-Menninger-Shevrin Prize – The International Neuropsychoanalysis Society, Brussels. 
 
2016-20: Einstein Fellow – Berlin School of Mind & Brain, Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany. 
 
2015: Kanizsa Lecture – Society for Gestalt Theory and its Applications, Parma, Italy. 
 
2013-14: KOSMOS Professor Fellowship, Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany. 
 
2013: Musatti Prize, Italian Psychoanalytic Society. 
 
2010: Arnold Pfeffer Prize for Neuropsychoanalysis. International Neuropsychoanalysis Society, New 
York, U.S.A. 
 
2009: Doctor Honoris Causa, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. 
 
2009: Paul Harris Fellow, Rotary Club Milano Scala, Italy. 
 
2007: Grawemeyer Award for Psychology. University of Louisville, KY, USA. 
 
2002: George Miller Visiting Professor Fellowship. University of California, Berkeley, USA. 
 
1993: Postdoctoral Fellowship, Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science, Tokyo, Japan: Dept. of 
Physiology, Nihon University, Tokyo, Japan. 
 
1988: Fellow, Lions International Club Parma: Institut d'Anatomie, Faculte de Medicine, Universite de 
Lausanne, Suisse. 
 
1983: Fellow, International Federation of Medical Students Association: Dept. of Neurology, University of 
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Research Interests 
 
Social Cognitive Neuroscience, Neuropsychology, Psychopathology, Language, Experimental Aesthetics, 
Philosophy of Mind. 
 

Scientific activity 
 
The research activity of Vittorio Gallese since the beginning focused on the relationship between the 
sensory-motor system and cognition in non-human primates and humans. This research along the years 
dealt with the way the brain represents space, the visuo-motor processes presiding over reaching-to-grasp 
actions and action understanding, by means of single neurons recordings in macaque monkeys, and of brain 
imaging techniques, TMS and behavioral and electrophysiological methods in humans. In more recent years 
Vittorio Gallese broadened his research interests to the field of cognitive science, investigating the 
neurobiological basis of intersubjectivity, empathy, aesthetics, language and theory of mind. He also applies 
neuroscientific methods to study Autism and Schizophrenia. Since many years he is involved in fruitful 
multidisciplinary collaborations with scholars of other disciplines, like philosophy of mind (collaborating 
with Alvin Goldman, Thomas Metzinger, Corrado Sinigaglia), cognitive linguistics (collaborating with 
George Lakoff and Art Glenberg), aesthetics (collaborating with David Freedberg and Maurizio Forte), 
psychiatry  and psychoanalysis (collaborating with Morris Eagle, Paolo Migone, Thomas Fuchs, and Josef 
Parnas) and narratology (collaborating with Hannah Wojchiehowski). The major scientific contribution of 
Vittorio Gallese consisted of the discovery of mirror neurons, together with his colleagues of Parma, and 
of the development of a unified model of basic aspects of perception, imagination and social cognition: 
Embodied Simulation Theory. 
 
Vittorio Gallese’s scientific activity is testified by more than 300 scientific publications in peer-reviewed 
international scientific journals and international scientific edited books and by three books. 
 
 

International and National Grants 
 

2023-2025 PRIN 2022NSWYK4 Wombwise (255.461 euro), Project Coordinator. 
2022-2025 PNRR PE00000006 MNESYS (127.750 euro), PI. 
2022-2024 PRIN 2020YB7J25 (147.415 euro), PI. 
2022-2025 US Army 76597-IN-INT "Multimodal Emotional State Monitoring for Enhancing social 
inteRactions", co-PI with Luca Bonini, (396.655 $) 
2011-14 P.I of the Marie-Curie Training Network TESIS, Project N. 264828 (675.280 euros) 
2008-11 P.I. of the Marie-Curie Training Network DISCOS, Project N. 35975 (350.492 euros) 
2006-09 Member of the EUROCORES Program: ‘Consciousness in a Natural and Cultural Context 
(CNCC)’ – ESF European Science Foundation. 
2002-05 P.I. of the ESF EUROCORES Program The Origin of Man, Language and Languages 
(OMLL) (66.000 euros). 
2001-04 P.I. of the European grant MIRRORBOT IST-2001 35282 (260.060 euros). 
1998-02 Coordinator and P.I. of the Human Frontier Science Program grant RG0039/1998-B 
(666.000$). 
 
 

Academic Service 
 

Associate Editor of Psychopathology 
Member of the Editorial Board of Social Cognitive Affective Neuroscience 
Member of the Editorial Board of Cognitive Neuroscience 
Member of the Editorial Board of Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B 
Member of the Editorial Board of Biological Theory 
Member of the Editorial Board of Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences 
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Member of the Editorial Board of Neuropsychoanalysis 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Fondation Fyssen Paris (France). 
 
Reviewer for Science, Nature, Nature Neuroscience, Current Biology, Neuropsychologia, Brain, J 
Cogn. Neurosci, Neuron, J Neurophysiol., Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 
United States of America, Psychological Science. 
 

Professional Membership 
 
Member of the Italian Society of Physiology. 
Member of the European Brain and Behavior Society. 
Member of the Italian Society of Neuropsychology. 
Member of the International Neuropsychological Symposium. 
Previously Member of the Scientific Committee of the Fondation Fyssen, Paris, France. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Academic Positions 
 
2018-present: Full Professor of Neuropsychology and Cognitive Neuroscience, Dept. of Medicine and 
Surgery, Unit of Neuroscience, University of Parma, Italy. 
 
2023-present: Adjunct Senior Research Scholar at the Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America, 
Columbia University, New York, USA. 
 
2018-present: Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Philosophy of the School of Advanced Study of the 
University of London, U.K. 
 
2024: Humboldt Fellow, International College of Fellows, University of Tübingen, Germany. 
 
2010-2022: Adjunct Senior Research Scholar at the Dept. of Art History and Archeology, Columbia 
University, New York, USA. 
 
2016-2020: Einstein Fellow, Berlin School of Mind & Brain, Humboldt University Berlin, Germany. 
 
2016-2018: Professor in Experimental Aesthetics at the Institute of Philosophy of the School of Advanced 
Study of the University of London, U.K. 
 
2006-2017: Full Professor of Physiology, Department of Neuroscience, Section of Physiology, University 
of Parma, Italy. 
 
2000-2005: Associate Professor of Physiology, Department of Neuroscience, Section of Physiology, 
University of Parma, Italy. 
 
1994-1999: Assistant Professor of Physiology, Istituto di Fisiologia Umana, University of Parma, Italy. 
 
1992-1994: Postdoctoral fellow, Dept. of Physiology, Nihon University, Tokyo, Japan. 
 
1989-1992: Research Associate, Istituto di Fisiologia Umana, University of Parma, Italy. 
 
1988: Research Associate, Institut d'Anatomie, Universite de Lausanne, Suisse. 
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Teaching Experience 
 
2018-present: Full Professor of Psychobiology, Department of Medicine and Surgery, Unit of 
Neuroscience, University of Parma, Italy. 
 
2016-2018: Full Professor of Experimental Aesthetics, Insitute of Philosophy, School of Advanced Study, 
University of England, UK. 
 
2006-2018: Full Professor of Human Physiology, Department of Neuroscience, Unit of Physiology, 
University of Parma, Italy. 
 
2000-2006: Associate Professor of Human Physiology at the School of Medicine of the University of 
Parma, Italy. 
 
1997-2002 : Adjunct Professor of Neuroscience at the School of Psychology of the University of Parma, 
Italy. 
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567. I.F. 7.07. 
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14002. I.F. 10.7. 
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Sistemi Intelligenti, XIII: 77-102, 2001. 

33. Buccino, G., Binkofski, F., Fink, G.R., Fadiga, L., Fogassi, L., Gallese, V., R.J. Seitz, K. Zilles, G. Rizzolatti, and 
H-.J. Freund. (2001) Action observation activates premotor and parietal areas in a somatotopic manner: an fMRI 
study. European Journal of Neuroscience: 13; 400-404. I.F. 4.16. 

34. Fogassi, L., Gallese, V., Buccino, G., Craighero, L., Fadiga, L. and Rizzolatti, G. (2001) Cortical mechanism for 
the visual guidance of hand grasping movements in the monkey: A reversible inactivation study. Brain: 124; 571-
586. I.F. 7.12. 

35. Umiltà, M.A., Kohler, E., Gallese, V., Fogassi, L., Fadiga, L., Keysers, C., and Rizzolatti, G. (2001) "I know what 
you are doing": a neurophysiological study. Neuron: 32; 91-101. I.F. 13.89. 

36. Gallese, V. The "Shared Manifold" Hypothesis: from mirror neurons to empathy. Journal of Consciousness Studies: 
8, N° 5-7; 33-50, 2001. 

37. Rizzolatti, G., Fogassi, L., and Gallese, V. (2001) Neurophysiological mechanisms underlying the understanding 
and imitation of action. Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 2: 661-670. I.F. 24.04. 

38. Gallese V. and Keysers, C. (2001) Mirror neurons: a sensori-motor representation system. Behavioral Brain 
Sciences, 24:5, 983-984. I.F. 8.73. 

39. Gallese V. and Umiltà, M.A. (2002) From self-modeling to the self model: agency and the representation of the 
self. Neuro-Psychoanalysis Vol. 4., No. 2: 35-40. 

40. Gallese, V., Ferrari, P.F., and Umiltà, M.A. (2002) The mirror matching system: a shared manifold for 
intersubjectivity. Behavioral Brain Sciences,25: 35-36. 

41. Gallese, V. (2002) Una scienza cognitiva interdisciplinare: una possibile terza via? Giornale Italiano di Psicologia, 
39, Vol. 2: 297-301. 

42. Rizzolatti, G., Fogassi, L., and Gallese, V. (2002) Motor and cognitive functions of the ventral premotor cortex. 
Curr. Op. Neurobiol. 12: 149-154. I.F. 10.7. 

43. Kohler, E., Keysers, C., Umiltà, M.A., Fogassi, L., Gallese, V. and Rizzolatti, G. (2002) Hearing sounds, 
understanding actions: action representation in mirror neurons. Science, 297: 846-848. I.F. 24.67 

44. Keysers, C., Kohler, E., Umiltà, M.A., Nanetti, L., Fogassi, L., and Gallese, V. (2003) Audio-visual mirror neurones 
and action recognition. Exp. Brain Res., 153: 628-636. I.F. 1.95. 

45. Gallese, V. (2003) The manifold nature of interpersonal relations: The quest for a common mechanism. Phil. Trans. 
Royal Soc. London B, 358: 517-528. I.F. 3.58 

46. Gallese, V. (2003) A neuroscientific grasp of concepts: From control to representation. Phil. Trans. Royal Soc. 
London B., 358: 1231-1240. I.F. 3.58 

47. Gallese, V. (2003) The roots of empathy: The shared manifold hypothesis and the neural basis of intersubjectivity. 
Psychopatology, Vol. 36, No. 4, 171-180. I.F. 1.29. 

48. Ferrari P.F., Gallese V., Rizzolatti G., and Fogassi L. (2003) Mirror neurons responding to the observation of 
ingestive and communicative mouth actions in the monkey ventral premotor cortex. European Journal of 
Neuroscience 17: 1703-1714. I.F. 3.87 

49. Gallese, V. (2003) La molteplice natura delle relazioni interpersonali: la ricerca di un comune meccanismo 
neurofisiologico. Networks 1:1 (http://lgxserve.ciseca.uniba.it/lei/ai/networks/). 

50. Raos, V., Franchi, G., Gallese, V., and Fogassi, L. (2003) Somatotopic organization of the lateral part of area F2 
(dorsal premotor cortex) of the macaque monkey. J. Neurophysiol. 89: 1503-1518. I.F. 3.87 

51. Gallese, V., Metzinger, T. (2003) Motor ontology: The representational reality of goals, actions, and selves. 
Philosophical Psychology, Vol 16 N° 3: 365-388. I.F. 3.87. 

52. Wicker, B., Keysers, C., Plailly, J., Royet, J-P., Gallese, V., and Rizzolatti, G. (2003) Both of us disgusted in my 
insula: The common neural basis of seeing and feeling disgust. Neuron, 40: 655-664. I.F. 13.89. 

53. Metzinger, T., Gallese, V. (2003) The emergence of a shared action ontology: Building blocks for a theory. 
Consciousness and Cognition, 12: 549-571. I.F. 1.82. 
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I.F. 1.82. 

55. Keysers, C., Wicker, B., Gazzola, V., Anton, J.-L., Fogassi, L., and Gallese, V. (2004) A touching sight: SII/PV 
activation during the observation and experience of touch. Neuron, 42: 335-346. I.F. 13.89. 

56. Raos V, Umilta MA, Gallese V, and Fogassi L. (2004) Functional properties of grasping-related neurons in the 
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57. Gallese, V., Keysers, C. and Rizzolatti, G. (2004) A unifying view of the basis of social cognition. Trends in 
Cognitive Sciences, 8: 396-403. I.F. 9.34. 

58. Gallese, V., and Lakoff, G. (2005) The Brain’s Concepts: The Role of the Sensory-Motor System in Reason and 
Language. Cognitive Neuropsychology, 22 : 455-479. I.F. 2.43 

59. Gallese, V. (2005) Embodied simulation: from neurons to phenomenal experience. Phenomenology and the 
Cognitive Sciences, 4: 23-48. 

60. Iacoboni, M., Molnar-Szakacs, I., Gallese, V., Buccino, G., Mazziotta, J., and Rizzolatti, G. (2005) Grasping the 
intentions of others with one’s owns mirror neuron system. PLOS Biology, 3: 529-535. I.F. 14.10. 

61. Tettamanti, M., Buccino, G., Saccuman, M.C., Gallese, V., Danna, M., Scifo, P., Fazio, F., Rizzolatti, G., Cappa, 
S.F. and Perani, D. (2005) Listening to action-related sentences activates fronto-parietal motor circuits. J Cogn. 
Neurosci. 17: 273-281. I.F. 5.19. 

62. Buccino G., Riggio L., Melli G., Binkofski, F. , Gallese V., and Rizzolatti G. (2005) Listening to action-related 
sentences modulates the activity of the motor system: a combined TMS and behavioral study. Cog. Brain Res. 24: 
355-363. I.F. 3.77. 

63. Gallese, V. (2005) La consonanza intenzionale: Meccanismi neurofisiologici dell’intersoggettività. Sistemi 
Intelligenti, Anno XVII, n. 3:353-381. 

64. Gallese, V. (2006) Mirror neurons and intentional attunement: A commentary on David Olds. JAPA, 54: 47-57. 
I.F. 1.44. 

65. Raos V, Umilta MA, Fogassi L., and Gallese V.  (2006) Functional Properties of Grasping-Related Neurons in the 
Ventral Premotor Area F5 of the Macaque Monkey. J Neurophysiol. 95: 709-729. I.F. 3.65. 

66. Gallese, V. (2006) Intentional attunement: A neurophysiological perspective on social cognition and its disruption 
in autism. Exp. Brain Res. Cog. Brain Res.,1079: 15-24. I.F. 2.31. 

67. Gallese, V. and Umiltà M. A. (2006) Cognitive continuity in primate social cognition. Biological Theory 1: 25-30. 
68. Gallese, V., Migone P., and Eagle M.E. (2006) La simulazione incarnata: i neuroni specchio, le basi 

neurofisiologiche dell'intersoggettività e alcune implicazioni per la psicoanalisi. Psicoterapia e Scienze Umane XL: 
543-580. 

69. Rizzolatti G., Fogassi L., and Gallese V. (2006) Mirrors in the mind. Sci Am. Nov 295(5): 54-61. I.F. 1.56. 
70. Gallese V. (2007) Embodied simulation: from mirror neuron systems to interpersonal relations. Novartis Found 

Symp. 278: 3-12; discussion 12-9. 
71. Gallese V. (2007) Before and below 'theory of mind': Embodied simulation and the neural correlates of social 

cognition. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci., 362: 659-669. I.F. 6.53. 
72. Gallese, V., Eagle M.E., and Migone P. (2007) Intentional attunement: Mirror neurons and the neural underpinnings 

of interpersonal relations. J. of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 55: 131-176. I.F. 0.90. 
73. Freedberg D., and Gallese V. (2007) Motion, emotion and empathy in esthetic experience. Trends in Cognitive 

Sciences, 11: 197-203. I.F. 9.68 
74. Sato M., Cattaneo L., Rizzolatti G., and Gallese V. (2007) Numbers Within Our Hands: Modulation of Corticospinal 

Excitability of Hand Muscles During Numerical Judgment. J. Cognitive Neurosci. 19: 684-693. I.F. 4.99. 
75. Gallese, V. (2007) The "conscious" dorsal stream: Embodied simulation and its role in space and action conscious 

awareness. PSYCHE, 13 (1): http://www.theassc.org/vol_13_2007. 
76. Gallese, V., and Freedberg, D.  (2007) Mirror and canonical neurons are crucial elements in esthetic response. 

Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 11: 411. 
77. Gallese, V. (2007) Dai neuroni specchio alla consonanza intenzionale. Meccanismi neurofisiologici 

dell’intersoggettività. Rivista di Psicoanalisi, LIII, 1: 197-208. 
78. Gallese, V. (2007) Empathy, embodied simulation and mirroring mechanisms. Commentary on “Towards a 

neuroscience of empathy” by Doug Watt. Neuropsychoanalysis, 9, vol 2: 146-151. 
79. Sato, M., Mengarelli, M., Raggio, L., Gallese, V., and Bucino, G. (2008) Task related modulation of the motor 

system during language processing. Brain and Language, 105(2): 83-90. I.F. 2.92. 
80. Ferrari P.F., Coudé G., Gallese V., Fogassi L. (2008) Having access to others’ mind through gaze: the role of 

ontogenetic and learning processes in gaze following behavior of macaques. Social Neuroscience, 3: 239-249. I.F. 
4.35. 

81. Gallese, V. (2008) Mirror neurons and the social nature of language: The neural exploitation hypothesis. Social 
Neuroscience, 3: 317-333. I.F. 4.35. 
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doi: 10.3389/978-2-8325-3343-7” 
 
Gallese, V., Morelli, U. (2024). Cosa significa essere umani? Corpo cervello relazione per vivere il presente. 
Milano, Raffaello Cortina Editore. 
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Gallese, V., Moriggi, S. Rivoltella P.C. (2025). Oltre la Tecnofobia. Il Digitale dalle Neuroscienze all’Educazione. 
Milano, Raffaello Cortina Editore. 
 
Gallese, V., Morelli, U. (2025a). Umani. Come, Perché, Da Quanto Tempo e Fino a Quando?  Milano, Raffaello 
Cortina Editore. 
Gallese, V. (2026). Il Sé Digitale. Dai neuroni specchio alla mediazione tecnologica. Milano, Raffaello Cortina 
Editore. 

 
Selected Presentations as invited plenary speaker 

 
2025 

 
1. Webinar L’Indifferenza: Andare contro natura. Sinergia & Sviluppo, 15 gennaio 2025: Corpo, cervello e 

relazione: Una prospettiva neuroscientifica sull’Empatia. 
  
2. Webinar Essere Umani nell’era digitale, Bologna, 20 gennaio 2025: Corpo, cervello e relazione: Una 

prospettiva neuroscientifica. 
 

3. International IPD/NPSA Conference, Rome, 25 January 2025:  The embodyment of images. A view from 
the brain-body. 

 
4. Convegno IA: Opportunità e rischi di una rivoluzione già in atto. Faenza, 30 gennaio 2025: Corpo, cervello 

e relazione nell’era della rivoluzione digitale. 
 

5. Centro Pastorale, Parma, 4 febbraio 2025: Cosa significa essere umani? 
 

6. International Conference Atmospheres & Architectonics, Mome Budapest, 10 February 2025: Architecture 
from within. An embodied perspective. 

 
7. Convegno Leggere, Sentire, Vivere, Pistoia, 15 febbraio 2025: Sentire le parole. Corpo & Linguaggio. 

 
8. Brain Awareness Week, University of Milan, 17 February 2025: What does it mean being human? 

 
 

2024 
1. Centro Milanese di Psicoanalisi, Esperienze avverse e traumatiche: il punto di vista della psicoanalisi, 

Milano 24 Gennaio 2024: Corpo e Trauma. Una prospettiva neuroscientifica. 
 

2. Università di Parma, Empatia nella relazione di cura, Parma 3 Febbraio 2024: Empatia: Tra corpo e 
Cervello. 

 
3. International webinar Social Cognition and Mirror Neuron Function, Université du Québec à Montréal, 3 

April 2024: Embodied simulation and its role in social cognition. 
 

4. Convegno SIPRe, Il Corpo nella simulazione incarnata, Ischia 5 Aprile 2024: La simulazione incarnata e 
il suo ruolo nella cognizione sociale. 

 
5. NAAD International Master, IUAV University of Venice, 17 April 2024: Architecture from within. An 

embodied perspective. 
 

6. Semester Opening Lecture, Universität Tübingen, Germany, 26 April 2024: Embodying neural 
representations: Neural reuse and embodied simulation. 

 
7. Universität Tübingen, Germany, Mittwochskolloquium des Zentrums für Psychische Gesundheit, 8 May 

2024: Bodily selves and interpersonal relationships in psychosis. 
 

8. SIPRe – L’Intersoggettività nell’epoca della tecnologia, Roma 11 Maggio 2024: Soggettività e relazioni 
personali nell’era digitale. 



 25 

 
9. Medicina dei Sistemi, Università di Milano, 18 Maggio 2024: Corpo, cervello e relazione. Una prospettiva 

neuroscientifica. 
 

10. Seminari di Filosofia della Scienza, Università di Messina, 23 Maggio 2024: La simulazione incarnata e il 
suo ruolo nella cognizione sociale. 

 
11. Visual Culture Lecture Series, Università di Palermo, 31 Maggio 2024: Cosa significa essere umani? 

 
12. Cognitive Futures in The Arts and Humanities 10th Annual Conference, From 4E to 5E Cognition: about 

Emotions University of Catania, 3 June 2024: Emotions in action. A neuroscientific perspective. 
 

13. Adriatica 2024 Summer School, University of Chieti-Pescara, 7 June 2024: Embodiment in the digital era. 
A neuroscientific perspective. 

 
14. Universität Tübingen, Psychological Colloquium, Germany, 24 June 2024: The Embodiment of Language. 

 
15. Universität Tübingen, Archeology Colloquium, Germany, 27 June 2024: The artification of habits. From 

tools to symbols. 
 

16. Universität Tübingen, Germany, Philosophy of Neuroscience Colloquium, 28 June 2024: Emotions and 
affect in aesthetics. A neuroscientific perspective. 

 
17. Universität Tübingen, Germany, Podium Discussion, 9 July 2024: Mirroring Society in Neuroscience. 

 
18. Universität Tübingen, Germany, Interdisciplinary Dialogue, 12 July 2024: Expression across time: Music 

and Emotion. 
 

19. Corso di base di Psicopatologia Fenomenologica, Firenze, 15 Settembre 2024: Corpo, Cervello, Relazione: 
Sé corporeo e autismo schizofrenico. 

 
20. Summer School PhD Program Neuroscience University of Genova, 24 September 2024: The shared 

manifold of emotions. An embodied perspective. 
 

21. XXIX Convegno della Società italiana di Filosofia del Linguaggio, Università di Roma La Sapienza, 26 
Settembre 2024: Corpo e Linguaggio. 

 
22. Pianeta Terra Festival Lucca, 5 ottobre 2024: Cosa ci rende umani? Corpo, cervello e relazione: 

Una prospettiva neuroscientifica. 
 

23. CdL in Digital Education, Welcome Day, UNIMORE, Reggio Emilia, 4 ottobre 2024: Corpo, 
cervello e relazione: Una prospettiva neuroscientifica. 

 
24. Dipartimento di Fisiopatologia Medico-Chirurgica e dei Trapianti, Unità di Fisiologia Umana, 

Università degli Stdudi di Milano, 15 ottobre 2024: Corpo e Linguaggio. Una prospettiva 
neuroscientifica. 

 
25. Università degli Studi Unimarconi, Roma, 28 ottobre 2024: Corpo, cervello e relazione: Una 

prospettiva neuroscientifica. 
 

26. XXIII FIPS International Forum Bergamo, 25 October 2024: Digital selves. Prolegomena to a post-
modern humanism. 

 
27. Esperienze condivise, intersoggettività e dialogo analitico nella psicoanalisi contemporanea, 

Centro Milanese di Psicoanalisi, Milano, 9 novembre 2024: Corpo, cervello e relazione. 
 

28. SOGGETTIVITÀ e INTERSOGGETTIVITÀ. Ecologia della cura. Organizzazione 
sociopsichiatrica cantonale (OSC) Mendrisio, Svizzera, 7 novembre 2024: Scvhizofrenia e Sé 
corporeo. 
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29. International Symposium Stanislavsky and Psychology, University of Malta, 13 November 2024: 

The Relational Body. Embodied simulation & its role in social cognition. 
 

30. The 1st Warsaw Workshop on Movement & Space, The University of Warsaw, 25 November 
2024: The embodiment of spatial and action perception: 
A neuroscientific perspective. 

 
31. Immaginabili Futuri, Modena, 7 dicembre 2024: Corpo, cervello e relazione: Una prospettiva 

neuroscientifica. 
 

 
2023 

 
1. International webinar of the Neuropsychoanalysis Association, New York, USA, 20 January 2023: Bodily 

self and interpersonal relationships in Psychosis. 
 

2. Fellows’ seminar, Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America, Columbia University, New York 
USA, 25 January 2023: Architecture from within. An embodied perspective. 

 
3. Convegno internazionale Fototesti. Retoriche, Poetiche e Aspetti Cognitivi, Palermo, 25 Gennaio 2023: 

Presupposti cognitivi della ricezione di un meccanismo icono-testuale. 
 

4. Cognitive Seminar, University of Memphis, USA, 1 February 2023: The shared manifold of emotions and 
sensations. An embodied perspective. 

 
5. NAAD International Master, IUAV University, Venice 27 February 2023: Architecture from within. An 

embodied perspective. 
 

6. Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America, Columbia University, New York USA, 7 March 2023: 
Bodily self and interpersonal relationships in psychosis. 

 
7. International Conference Empathies, Brains and the Moving Image, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 14 March 

2023: The embodiment of moving images. 
 

8. Grande conference du partenariat cinEXmedia, University of Montréal, Canada, 29 March 2023: Being 
moved. The embodiment of moving images. 

 
9. Conférence Midi du CRIUGM, University of Montreal, Canada, 30 March 2023: Embodied simulation and 

its role in social cognition. 
 

10. International Spring School Moving Boundaries, Guadalajara, Mexico, 1 April 2023: Architecture from 
within. An embodied perspective. 

 
11. Convegno Empatia tra Mimesi e Immaginazione, Università Federico II Napoli, 10 Maggio 2023: Empatia. 

Tra Corpo e Cervello. 
 

12. Convegno Arte Digitale e Psicologia in Dialogo, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milano 12 giugno 
2023: Neuroscienze e Arte Digitale. 
 

13. International Conference Biobehavioral Arts & Culture for Sustainability and Social Cohesion, Universxity 
Chieti-Pescara, Chieti 13 june 2023: Embodying Cultural Practices. 
 

14. Seminario Corpo-Linguaggio, Università di Roma La Sapienza, 156 Giugno 2023: Il Mondo Est-Etico. Dai 
Neuroni Specchio al Sé Digitale. 
 

15. ANFA 20th Anniversaty International Conference, UCSD, San Diego 13 September 2023: Action, Objects 
and Others. 
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16. International Nat Conference ‘The Language of Neurons’, University of Barcelona, 15 september 2023: 

Embodying Neural Representations: Neural Reuse and Embodies Simulation. 
 

17. International Humboldt Colloqiuum, University of Rome, La Sapienza, 23 september 2023: Bodily Self and 
Interpersonal Relations in Schizophrenia. 
 

18. 62° Congresso Nazionale Scienze Neurologiche Ospedaliere, 27 settembre 2023: Visioni Digitali. 
L’Esperienza di sé e degli altri nell’era della rivoluzione digitale. 

 
19. J. Sandler Psychoanalytic Research Conference ‘Narcissism: Clinicians and Researchers in Dialogue’, 

Vienna 30 september 2023: From pre-natal relations to self-constitution. A neuro-behavioral perspective on 
primary narcissism. 

 
20. International Symposium Empathy and the Aesthetic of Language, University of Parma, 6 october 2023: 

Literary Empathy: A Neurophenomenological Approach. 
 

21. Convegno Social media, Adolescenti, Salute Mentale, Università di Roma La Sapienza, 14 ottobre 2023: 
Visioni Digitali. L’Esperienza di Sée degli Altri nell’Era della Rivoluzione Digitale. 
 

22. International Symposium Social Pathologies, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, 14 october 2023: 
Digital Selves. Social Cognition in the Digital Merdiascape. 
 

23. Conference Humanities Week, University of Palermo, 9 november 2023: Human Sciences and Corporeity: 
A Neuroscientific Perspective. 
 

24. Conferenza Portatori di Storie, Università Vita-Salute S. Raffaele, Milano, 13 novembre 2023: La Mano e 
il Corpo: Gesto ed Espressione Creativa. 
 

25. International Student Congress of Innovation and Medical Sciences, University of Parma, 13 novembre 
2023: Empathy in the Physician-patient Relationship. 

 
26. International Winter School Moving Boundaries, University Cà Foscari, Venice 13 December 2023: 

Embodied simulation and a new take on the relationship between perception, action and imagination. 
 
 
 
 

2022 
 

1. NAAAD International Master, University IUAV, Venezia, Italy, 7th February 2022: Architectural space 
‘from within’: The Body, Space and the Brain. 

 
2. International webinar Neural Mechanisms Online, 11th March 2022: Embodied simulation & its role in 

cognition. 
 

3. Final International Conference on Homo Mimeticus, Catholic University, Leuven, 21st April 2022: 
Narrative as body. Embodied simulation and its relationship with fiction.  

 
4. International webinar Scribo 3, University of Bologna, 6th May 2022: The Artification of Habits: From 

Tools to Symbols. 
 

5. International conference “Chiesi Customer Week”, Parma, 10th May 2022: Experiencing others in the 
digital age. 

 
6. University of Lund, 11th May 2022: Habits, social practice, and symbol-making. A just-so story. 
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7. International Symposium Approaching the Numinous in the Arts Today, University of Lund, 13th May 
2022: Embodying images. Embodied simulation and aesthetic experience. 

 
8. International Conference Baltic Neurocinema, University of Tallin 16th May 2022: Being moved. The 

embodiment of moving images. 
 

9. Interdisziplinäre Podiumsdiskussion The Uses of Phenomenology, Zeppelin University, Friederichshein, 
Germany, 30th May 2022: Phenomenology and Neuroscience. 

 
10. International Conference Mind the Gap? Aesthetics between Neuroscience and the Humanities, University 

of Stuttgart, 9 June 2022: Embodied Simulation and its relationship with the worlds of fiction. 
 

11. International Humboldt Kolleg Aesthetic Habits, University of Turin, 13 June 2022: The ratification of 
habits: From tools to symbols. 

 
12. International Summer School Moving Boundaries, Santiago de Compostela, 25 July 2022: Architecture 

from within. The body, space and the brain. 
 

13. Annual Meeting of the American College of Psychiatry, Naples Florida, USA, 20 August 2022: 
Interpersonal bodily relationships. 

 
14. 22nd Conference of the International Society for Psychological and Social Approaches to Psychosis, 

Perugia, 1 September 2022: Bodily Self and Interpersonal Relationships in Psychosis. 
 

15. International Congress on Emotional Intelligence, University of Palermo, 31 August 2022: Emotions in 
Action. A Neuroscientific Perspective. 

 
16. EU4art_differences Doctoral Summer School, Digital Rites and Embodied Memories, Roma 8 September 

2022: Embodying Images. Embodied Simulation & Aesthetic Experience. 
 

17. Fellows’ seminar, Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America, Columbia University, New York 
USA, 4 October 2022: Embodying Humanities. 

 
18. Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Beauty and Change, University of Turin, Italy, 18 October 2022: How 

we relate to Images. Embodied simulation and aesthetic experience. 
 

19. Conversations on Corporeal Architecture, Hochschule fur Technik, Stuttgart, Germany, 31 October 2022: 
The body, space and the brain in the experience of Architecture. 

 
20. International seminar of the MD in Cognitive Science & Theory of Communication, University of Messina, 

Italy, 15 Deecember 2022: Embodied simulation and its role in social cognition. 
 
 

2021 
 

1. NAAAD International Master, University IUAV, Venezia, Italy, 8th March 2021: From Bodily Social 
Practice to Symbol-making. 

 
2. International Webinar Still Face and Mirror Neurons. The neuroscience of Psychotherapy, 21st March 

2021: Intentional Attunement: From Mirror neurons to Intersubjectivity. 
 

3. 29th European Congress of Psychiatry, 12th April 2021: Empathy and Bodily Self: Neural Underpinnings 
of Interpersonal Relations. 

 
4. International Webinar Art in Conversation, University of St. Andrews, UK, 23rd April 2021: Embodied 

Simulation and Experimental Aesthetics. 
 

5. International Webinar An-Icon, 10th May 2021: Embodied Simulation and Experimental Aesthetics. 



 29 

 
6. International Webinar Digital PTSD II, Museum Castello di Rivoli, Turin, Italy, 20th May 2021: Digital 

Visions. 
 

7. 12th International Scientific Conference on Neuroethics, University of Padova, Italy, 21st May 2021: Aest-
Ethic World: Experience, Emotions and Performativity in the Digital Age. 

 
8. International Webinar of the International Centre for Enactivism and Cognitive Semiotics, University of 

Bologna, Italy, 24th May 2021: Habits, social practices and symbol-making. A just-so story. 
 

9. Doctoral Program of the NeuroSchool, University of Aix-Marseille, France, 26th May 2021: Embodied 
Simulation and Experimental Aesthetics. 

 
10. International Symposium Breaking Glass III: Virtual Space, Städelschule, Frankfurt, Germany, 29th May 

2021: Architectural space from ‘within’: The body, space and the brain.  
 

11. International Symposium Intimacy, Peripersonal Space and the Boundaries of the Self in the digital age, 
the Warburg Institute, University of London, UK, 8th June 2021: The skin-screen: Peripersonal space and 
performative vision in the digital age. 

 
12. International webinar, University of Tübingen, Germany, 9th June, 2021: Embodied Simulation and 

Experimental Aesthetics. 
 

13. International Webinar I & We: Literary texts and the constitution of shared identities, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark 11th June 2021: The text as body: Embodied simulation and the relation with 
fiction. 

 
14. International Webinar, University of Tübingen, Germany, 23rd June 2021: Bodily Self and Interpersonal 

Relations in Schizophrenia. 
 

15. International Festival Dei Due Mondi, Spoleto, Italy, 27th June 2021: Art & Science. 
 

16. Internation Symposium Aesthetics and Ethics in the Digital Age, University of Cambridge, UK, 6th July 
2021: Digital World: The Experience of Self and Others in COVID-19 Time. 

 
17. International Conference Phenomenology & Digital Knowledge, University of Udine, Italy 2nd September 

2021, Digital World: The Experience of Self and Others in COVID-19 Time.  
 

18. Simposio Internazionale Cultura e Salute, Università della Svizzera Italiana, Lugano 22 Novembre 2021: 
Arte, bellezza ed empatia: il ruolo dei neuroni specchio. 

 
 
 

2020 
 

1. 6th International VPDVP Workshop, University of Padova, Italy, 12th June 2020: The Empathic Body. 
Embodied Simulation and Experimental Aesthetics. 

 
2. International Webinar Rapaport-Klein Group, 14th June 2020: Habits, Social Practice and symbol-making. 

A just-so Story. 
 

3. NAAAD International Master, University IUAV, Venezia, Italy, 1st July 2020: Habits, Social Practice and 
symbol-making. A just-so Story. 

 
4. International Webinar The Right to Quality Education, Reggio Children, Reggio Emilia, Italy, 20th July 

2020: Experience, Empathy and Communication in COVID-19 Time. A Neuroscientific Perspective. 
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5. International Webinar Expanded Animation Worlds 2020, Filmuniversität Babelsberg, Berlin, Germany, 
9th September 2020:  Feeling the film: Haptic vision and the embodiment of images.  

 
6. International Webinar Reimagining the Human, University of Vilnius, Lithuania, 17th Semptember 2020: 

The Empathic Body. Embodied Simulation and Experimental Aesthetics. 
 

7. Online International Congress Neuroscience, Bogotà, Colombia, 28th November 2020: Experience, 
Empathy and Communication in COVID-19 Time. A Neuroscientific Perspective. 

 
8. International Webinar Digital PTSD I, Museum Castello di Rivoli, Turin, Italy, 12th December 2020: 

Digital World: The Experience of Self and Others in COVID-19 Time. 
 

9. International online Conference Body and Psychotherapy at the Time of the Pandemic, Bologna, Italy 19th 
DFecember 2020: Experience, Empathy and Communication in COVID-19 Time. A Neuroscientific 
Perspective. 

 
 

2019 
 

1. Max Planck Institute for Empirical Aesthetics, Frankfurt, Germany, 19 March 2019: Being moved. The 
embodiment of moving  images. 

 
2. Université Jean Moulin Lyon 3, Lyon, France, 9Avril 2019 : Skin Screen: The World within tour Reach. 

 
3. Universität der Künste, Berlin,  Germany, 2  May 2019: Inhabiting Parallel Worlds: Mirro Neurons, the 

Brain and the Body. 
 

4. University of Catania, Sixth NeuroHumanities Dialogue 2019, Catania, Italy, 24 May 2019: Embodied 
Simulation and its Role in Aesthetic Experience. 

 
5. University of Bologna, International Conference on Embodied Creativity: The Role of Performativity, 

Bologna, Italy, 25 June 2019: A bodily take on Aesthetics. Embodied Simulation and Performativity. 
 

6. Università di Milano-Bicocca, XXV Congresso Nazionale  AIPSS, Milano,  19  Settembre 2019: Il Mondo 
Estetico. Corpo, Cervello, Immagini: Dalla  Cognizione Motoria all’Estetica. 

 
7. Università di Messina, International Conference on Aesthetics, Noto, Italy, 28 November 2019: Aesthetic 

World. Experience, Emotions, Performativity in the Digital Age. 
 

8. Humboldt Univestität, Berlin School of Mind and Brain, 28 November 2019: Aesthetic World. Why 
Neuroscience Should Study Aesthetics. 

 
9. National Congress of the German Association for Psychiatry, Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics, Berlin, 

Germany, 29 November 2019: Psychopathology and the Self: A Neuroscientific Perspective. 
 

2018 
 

1. Catholic University, Rome, Italy, 9 February 2018: Body, Intersubjectivity, Psychopatholgy. A 
neuroscientific perspective. 

 
2. International Conference Psychiatry and evolution: biological and social perspective. The Royal Society 

of Medicine, London, 13 March 2018: Neotenic bodily selves and their psychopathology. The case of 
schizophrenia. 

 
3. International Conference Two Ways of Seeing. Visual Culture in Italy, Palermo, Italy, 20 March 2018: 

The Problem of Images. A neuroscirntific Perspective. 
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4. International Master Neuroscience applied to Architectural Design, Venezia, Italy, 22  March 2018: 
Architectural space 

5. ‘from within’: The Body, Space and the Brain. 
 

6. International Workshop Memory – Embodiment – Imagination: Towards a new Anthropological 
Aesthetic, Villa Vigoni, Lake of Como, Italy, 9 May 2018: Self Identity, Memory, Imagination and 
Embodied Simulation.    

 
7. International Workshop Watch your Bubble, Galerie Nord, Berlin, Germany, 18 May 2018: Homo 

duplex revisited: Embodied simulation and the parallel worlds.    
 

8. International Conference Being Moved. Art, Film, Narrative and the Body-Brain, Berlin, Germany, 4 
June 2018: Being Moved. The Embodiment of Images. 

 
9. International Conference on Beyond Biology and Culture, University of Oxford, 22 September 2018, 

“Being Moved. The Embodiment of Images”. 
 

10. Berlin School of Mind & Brain, Humboldt University, 24 October 2018, “Neuroscience and the Bio-
Cultural Turn”. 

 
11. International Workshop Immersion in Film, Birkbeck College, University of London, 2 November 2018, 

“Being Moved. The Embodiment of Moving Images”. 
 

2017 

1. International Conference L’empathie à l’épreuve de l’interface écran, University of Lyon, France, 6 
March 2017: L'empathie d'une machine: Cinema and Neuroscience. 

2. International Colloque Fyssen Form, Body and Space. Aesthetics, Cognition and the Anthropology of 
Art, Fondation Fyssen, Paris, France, 24 March 2017: The Bodily Space of Images. 

3. International Conference on Attachment & Trauma. The Resilience of Mind & Body, London, UK, 14 
May 2017: Emotion regulation & recognition in traumatized and neglected Sierra Leonean young 
individuals. 

4. International Conference Psychoanalysis & Art: Senses and Soul, Firenze, Italy, 19 May 2017: Embodying 
Movies: Embodied Simulation & Film Experience. 

5. International Conference The Intersubjective Revolution. Implications for Psychoanalysis and 
Psychotherapy, University of Bergamo, Italy, 20 May 2017: Embodied Simulation: Ideas for A Dialogue 
Between Cognitive Neuroscience & Psychoanalysis. 

6. International Spring School of Philosophy Perception and Aesthetic Experience, University San Raffaele, 
Milano, Italy, 24 May 2017: The Problem of Images. A View for the Brain-Body. 

 
7. XIX Herbst Akademie, Heidelberg, 7 October: The Problem of Images. A View for the Brain-Body. 

 
8. X CODISCO International Conference, Noto, Italy, 29 September: Embodied simulation and its role in 

cognition. 
 

9. International Conference on Attachment & Trauma. The Neurobiology of Healing. New York City, USA, 
21 October: Emotions in Action. Emotion regulation and recognition in traumatized and neglected 
individuals. 

 
10. Worlding the Brain. International Conference. Crea, Amsterdam, 3 November 2017: The embodied 

experience of images. 
 
 

2016 
 

1. Me, the Self and I. Doctoral School in Philosophy and Human Sciences, Milano, 14 January 2016: The 
paradigmatic body. Embodied simulation and intersubjectivity. 
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2. Duke University workshop on Neuroarcheology, Duke University, Durham, 7 March 2016: Embodying 
movies. Embodied simulation and film studies. 

 
3. Annual Interpersonal Neurobiology Conference UCLA, Los Angeles, 4 March 2016: What mirror 

neuronresearch tells us about how brains influence each other. 
 

4. 4th Annual meeting of young Italian Psychoatrists, Rome, 6 May 2016: The paradigmatic body.Embodied 
simulation and intersubjectivity. 

 
5. Second Biennial International Childhood Trauma Conference, Melbourne, 6-10 June 2016: The bodily 

self and its motor potentialities. Behavioral and neurophysiological evidence. 
 

6. Second Biennial International Childhood Trauma Conference, Melbourne, 6-10 June 2016: Mirror 
neurons, embodied simulation and intersubjectivity. 

 
7. Second Biennial International Childhood Trauma Conference, Melbourne, 6-10 June 2016: Emotions in 

action. Emotion regulation and recognition in traumatized and neglected young individuals. 
 

8. International Conference on Attachment and Trauma, Rome, 6-10 September 2016: Emotions in action. 
Emotion regulation and recognition in traumatized and neglected young individuals. 

 
9. Second European Association Dance Movement Therapy Conference, Milano, 9 September 2016: A new 

take on intersubjectivity: embodied simulation and a second-person relational approach to social 
cognition. 

 
10. The Symbolic Animal: Evolution and Neuroethology of Aesthetics, Erice, 16-17 October 2016: Visions 

of the body. The problem of images and neuroscience. 
 

11. Tübinger Poetik-Dozentur, University of Tübingen, 17 November 2016: A dialogue between Cognitive 
Neuroscience and the Humanities is possible: An experimental aesthetics manifesto. 

 
2015 

 
1. “The body, the brain, symbolic expression and its experience. An experimental aesthetics perspective". 

1st Chandaria Lecture, SAS, University of London, UK, January 2015. 
 

2. “The body, the brain, symbolic expression and its experience. An experimental aesthetics perspective". 
2nd Chandaria Lecture, SAS, University of London, UK, February 2015. 

 
3. “The body, the brain, symbolic expression and its experience. An experimental aesthetics perspective". 

3rd Chandaria Lecture, SAS, University of London, UK, February 2015. 
 

4. “Psychopathology of the bodily self and the brain. The case of schizophrenia. Dept. of Psychiatry, United 
Arab Emirates University, Al Ain, United Arab Emirates, March 2015. 

 
5. “The body, the brain, symbolic expression and its experience. An experimental aesthetics 

perspective". United Arab Emirates University, Al Ain, United Arab Emirates, March 2015. 
 

6. “Motor Cognition. A new look at the cognitive functions of the cortical motor system. XXth International 
Conference of  Rehabilitation in Multiple Sclerosis. Milano, Italy, April 2015. 

 
7. “Architectural space from within. The body, space and the brain. International Conference on Empathy 

in architecture. Helsinki, Finland, April 2015. 
 

8. “The multimodal nature of visual perception. The Kanizsa lecture. XIX International conference of the 
Gestalt Theory Association, Parma, Italy, May 2015. 
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9. Embodying movies. Embodied simulation and film theory. International Conference of the Society for 
the cognitive study of the moving image. London, UK, June 2015. 

 
10. “Visions of the body. Cinema & Neuroscience. International workshop Film & Empathy. Crossing 

Perspectives. SAS, University of London, UK, June 2015. 
 
 

2014 
 

1. "The body, symbolic expression and its experience: An experimental aesthetics perspective”. 
Conference Visualising Posture in Dante’s Comedy: History,  Theory, Practice. University of 
Cambridge, UK, September 2014. 

 
2. “Mirror neurons, embodied simulation and a second-person relational approach to social cognition. 

International Conference on Attachment & Trauma, Rome, Italy, September 2014. 
 

3. “Neotenic bodily selves in relation. A neuroscientific perspective on embodiment. International 
Conference Enacting Culture, University of Heidelberg, Germany, October 2014. 

 

 

2011 

1. From mirror neurons to embodied simulation: A new look at intersubjectivity. Neurobiologische 
Korrelate der zwischenmenschlichen Beziehung, Universitäts Freiburg, Germany, October 2011. 

 
2. Bodily selves in relation: Embodied simulation and intersubjectivity. The 12th International 

Neuropsychoanalysis Congress, Berlin, Germany, June 2011. 
 

3. Mirror neurons and embodied simulation: The interactive biology. Princeton University, May 2011. 
 

4. From mirror neurons to embodied simulation: A new look at intersubjectivity. Rutgers University, USA, 
May 2011. 

 
5. Body and mimesis in intersubjectivity. A neuroscientific perspective. Tilburg University, holland, march 

2011. 
 

6. Body and empathy in aesthetic experience: A neuroscientific experience. The University of Texas at 
Austin, USA, February 2011. 
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